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Georgian Bay Means
the World to Us

“Georgian Bay is a unique, largely pristine
waterbody and region featuring a UNESCO
world biosphere reserve, a proposed UNESCO
Geopark, the world’s largest freshwater
archipelago, many significant national and
provincial parks, nature reserves and conserved
lands, and numerous First Nations.

It’s time to do our part to nurture, protect, and

preserve it.”
Liz Phillips / President, GBA
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The World is Changing

Our world is an ever-evolving canvas, boasting a
host of natural wonders. Each reminds us of the
beauty, complexity — and fragility — of our planet.

Unfortunately, natural disasters and human
activities such as climate change, unfettered
development, and pollution are threatening the
very existence of the Earth’s — and by extension
Georgian Bay’s — special wonders.




Growth Brings Change

+ Ontario is growing rapidly and development
is intensitying.

+ GTA region population projected to increase
by 50% by 2050.

+ Simcoe County is projected to grow by 50%.

+ The District of Muskoka by 30% to 40%.
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GBA: Advocating for
You for Over 100 Years

+ The Georgian Bay Association has been
advocating for our members since 1916.

+ We’ve advocated on a wide range of issues
related to environmentally responsible
development to ensure Georgian Bay’s
natural landscapes and ecosystems are
protected.

+ Our aim is to ensure that the Bay is
protected for many generations to come.




Coastal Protection
Initiatives

+ GBA created the Coastal Protection
Committee to preserve and protect the
environment, lands, waters and wildlife on
the eastern/northern coasts.

+ The team has created the Planning
Regulations Guide; the Municipal Planning
Comparison Report and a Septic System

Guide.

+ We also initiated important advocacy work
on floating homes.




Moving Forward

+ Development pressures are increasing all
around Georgian Bay.

+ Growth in cottage communities is intensitying.

+ There is a clear need to propose a vision and
roadmap to protect the Bay and ensure
responsible planning & development standards.

+ We need a new regional plan that recognizes
today’s new realities — a challenging
environmental, social, political and
development landscape.




NORMAN PEARSON & ASSOCIATES LIMITED

INTERNATIONAL PLANNING MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

Being Better Stewards of |
the Bay s,

A NEW PARADIGM FOR EASTERN GEORGIAN BAY

+ Itis vital for governments, communities and L) _muE NEED FoR A wew PARADIGH

Eastern Georgian Bay needs a compelling new

isi £ h 25 h 2020
stakeholders to come together to develop a NEED FOR  UA3IDTc%a, "I the rutuie of this remsrhable tand:
scape is to be both protected and enhanced, and if
the people of the area are to prosper.

ComprehenSive regional ViSion and plan tO We have come to the end of the old road. InA the

past, the natural unity of this area has been
p deliberately ignored and it has been regarded as
as appendage to inshore areas, against the historic
uide future development - NEED FOR A - - Foear
o NEW PARADIGM pattern of simply exploiting resources and piece
meal development. Ample research shows that the
0ld paradigm is no longer adequate. The southerly
areas most easily accessible to the Toronto metro-
polis are clearly under stress. A recent indicator
is the University of Toronto research showing the

* Ste ]_ i t t 1 t bl h. hl d'bl permanence of dangerous pollution in favoured
THE h «. Th tral ti th o
e e R R U P e B PR E RS D osrs  fliorages. The Central sectiom, as the super:
ingly subjected to a further wave of development,

planning and environmental team to write a SRR F S anEect technlogy fapcores Eusthes, ves Th

more northerly area will undergo the same transition.

White paper as ad baSiS for prOmOting the need | . The research is summarized in Appendix 1: THE

SOCIO-ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE OF GEORGIAN BAY, which
gives the evolution and current trends in the area,

f oxayle d 1 f th t t THE and, in Appendix 2: EASTERN GEORGIAN BAY PLANNING
RESEARCH POLICIES: AN OVERVIEW, which clearly shows the

Or a VlSlon an p an Or e Coas O ; piecemeal approach ané the lack of comprehensive

policies for the successful evolution of the area,

governments and Others. | | despite T:_onside;abig concern in each segment.
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Objectives

+ Preserve and protect the Georgian Bay coastal
region — the Biosphere and beyond.

+ Expand conservation of natural and
environmentally valuable areas and ecological
corridors.

+ Improve protection of those areas with stronger
and more consistent policies.

+ Strengthen and reinforce planning standards in
Official Plans and Zoning By-Laws.

+ Support and build on key projects & priorities; eg.
Canada’s commitments to Global Biodiversity
Framework, First Nations IPCAs, and Georgian
Bay NGOs’ projects.




Making it Happen

+ GBA'’s Vision 2050 white paper will recognize Georgian
Bay’s unique world class environment and propose how
best to realize the vision of preservation and protection

pased on recognized principles for conserving significant

natural areas.

+ We will share our vision with the Ontario and federal
governments, Indigenous communities, municipalities,
park authorities, GBA members, NGOs, and Georgian
Bay residents.

+ The white paper will form the foundation for advocating
for the need for a regional vision and plan — a discussion
that will be led by an internationally recognized
environmental and planning consultancy.




Commemorating a Great
Friend of Georgian Bay

Wally King inspired countless people to go the
extra mile to do what they could for the Bay.

+ He was a driving force behind making GBA a
strong voice

+ Played a key role in creation of the Township
of the Archipelago

+ Founding Chair of Georgian Bay Land Trust

+ Past president of Sans Souci & Copperhead
Assoclation
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Don’t let the sun set on your dreams for protecting the Bay for future generations.
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