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U P D A T E

The Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 66, the Great Lakes Protection 
Act. This is the third time the Liberal government has introduced similar 
legislation. Premier McGuinty’s government introduced Bill 100 in June 2012 

but it died when the Premier prorogued the Legislature. Premier Wynn’s government 
introduced Bill 6 in February 2013 but it died on the order paper when the Legislature 
was dissolved for the last election. Since the Liberals now hold a majority in the 
Legislature, we believe the current version of the Act will finally be passed into law.

The Georgian Bay Association fully supports passing the new Great Lakes 
Protection Act. The proposed legislation introduces important new legal and policy 
tools to help safeguard, restore and protect Ontario’s portion of the Great Lakes. The 
good news is that the new version of the Act is stronger than the previous versions.  

The GBA believes that the Great 
Lakes are a very valuable resource 
that merits strong environmental 
protection and sound stewardship. 
Water quantity and water quality 
should both be protected. Where 
degradation in water quality has 
occurred, plans should be put 
in place for remediation. Just as 
importantly, plans should be in 
place to preserve water quality even 
where no degradation is apparent. 

We believe that the proposed Act, 
together with the Government’s 
existing Great Lakes Strategy, will 
spark renewed interest in protecting 
the Great Lakes by focussing public 
attention and government resources 
on priorities such as preserving 
wetlands and eliminating harmful 
pollutants.

By Bob Duncanson,  
Executive Director, GBAOntario’s Great  

Lakes Protection Act – 
Third time lucky?

PM # 40038178

Georgian Bay ice recedes on April 15, 2015.  
Source: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
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Continued from page 1

This version of the Great 
Lakes Act includes a number of 
important provisions. It:

≥ Acknowledges the need to 
address climate change.

≥ Acknowledges the 
importance of protecting 
watersheds.

≥ Empowers the Minister 
of Natural Resources and 
Forests to set wetland 
targets.

≥ Commits the government 
to reducing or eliminating 
harmful pollutants.

≥ Commits the government 
to monitor and report on 
ecological conditions.

≥ Encourages the use of 
Geographically Focused 
Initiatives (GFIs) including 
a simplified process for 
approving GFIs. 

≥ Enhances public 
engagement through consultations 
prior to developing a GFI by allowing 
members of the public to make 
requests to establish targets 
for GFIs. For example, the GBA, 
working with our partner Georgian 
Bay organizations, will be able 
to request a specific proposal be 
developed to address water quality issues in Georgian Bay.

≥ Commits the government to table regular progress reports 
in the Legislature.

On the whole the GBA is very 
supportive of Bill 66 although we 
are concerned with the provision 
contained in the proposed legislation 
that would permit the Government 
to prescribe exemptions “to any 
person or class of person from any 
provision of this Act or regulations.” 
We are unclear on the intent of this 

provision, how and when it could be used, and the implications 
for the protections that would otherwise apply under the Act.

The GBA has submitted public comments to the Government 
of Ontario on the proposed Act that reflect the points above. We 
have also endorsed the comment letter submitted by the Great 
Lakes Protection Alliance, which includes organizations like 
the Canadian Environmental Law Association and Sierra Club 
Canada.

As reported in the last issue of UPDATE, the GBA has 
previously written to Environment Minister Murray expressing 
our opposition to the Government’s plan to continue to allow 
the aquaculture industry to dump their untreated, nutrient rich, 
fish farm waste into the public waters of the Great Lakes. We 
feel that this is an unsustainable practice that flies in the face 
of what the Government is attempting to accomplish through 
the Great Lakes Protection Act.

For more information on the proposed Act see: http://www.
ontla.on.ca/bills/bills-files/41_Parliament/Session1/b066.pdf     

On the whole GBA 
is very supportive 

of Bill 66...

“ “ 

Environment Minister 
Glen Murray introduces 
the new Act
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Get coverage for:
• wood stove heating
• boats, motors, water vessels
• damage from bears
• collapse from snow/ice load
• building replacement costs

We specialize in:
• serving Americans and Canadians
   (including LLC, Corporation and Family Trust)

• all cottage locations
• broad form (all risk) coverage
• very competitive premium rates
• top claim service

Call us Toll free at 1-800-579-7423 and speak with Ray or Chris for more information
Rice Inc. Insurance Brokers • 690 Belmont Ave.W.,#301, Kitchener, ON  N2M 1N6 • 1-519-745-2530

www.riceinc.ca              rayfaust@riceinc.ca • chrisrice@riceinc.ca 

Cottage Insurance Program

At RICE Inc., we are committed 
to providing quality service to 
meet all your cottage and other 
insurance needs. 

>> Extra Discount for GBA Association(s) Members <<

Various deductible  
options available

GBA Adopts New Logo 
To Mark 100th Anniversary

A fter 100 years, The Georgian Bay Association has a 
new logo! The new logo is being introduced now as one 
of our initiatives to mark the 100th Anniversary of the 

GBA’s founding in 1916, and will be used in conjunction with all 
centennial events.

The new logo replaces our venerable “sailboat logo” which, 
though widely recognized, was dated and did not really reflect 
the unique features of Georgian Bay. The new logo adopts the 
iconic images of the Bay: windswept pine trees, rocky (some 
geologists would argue otherwise) islands, dramatic sunsets 
and, of course, expansive blue waters.

GBA President John McMullen says, “With all the political 
outreach that GBA engages in, we want a logo that is 
immediately identifiable and speaks to what GBA is and does.  
The new logo reflects the all-encompassing environment that it 
is our mandate to protect and preserve.”

By introducing 
the new logo, 
the GBA has an 
opportunity to 
bring a consistent 
and more striking look and feel to the presentation of our 
Member communications program, including GBA Update, 
www.georgianbay.ca web site and our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/GBayAssociation. Design changes to all three will 
be made shortly.

The new logo will be applied in both full colour and blue, as 
appropriate. 

The GBA is excited to launch its new mark leading into the 
celebration of our 100th anniversary. GBA Member Associations 
are encouraged to include the GBA’s logo on your own websites 
and communications materials to identify your association as a 
proud GBA member.   
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GBA Mission Statement: 
To work with our water-based communities 

and other stakeholders to ensure the 
careful stewardship of the greater  

Georgian Bay environment. 

GBA UPDATE is mailed to all members of all GBA 
member associations, friends, other stakeholders 
and interest groups. Bulk copies can be made 
available to full member associations to include 
with their mailings. Material may be reprinted in 
GBA member association newsletters provided that 
the source is acknowledged. Letters to the editor 
are welcome. Please send address corrections and 
changes to the address below.

And Now The Next 
Two Years

By John McMullen, GBA President
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

For the last two years, since Sue Grundy asked me to become Executive 
Vice-President, I have been awaiting my elevation to President of the GBA 
with a certain degree of trepidation. I’ve been on the GBA Board for six years 

now, become familiar with the number and significance of the issues we face, and 
witnessed the time and effort expended by our committees and the Board members 
& others who sit on these committees. That said, it is an honour to be appointed 
President and a privilege to take on this role. I look forward to the challenges and the 
opportunities to come as we all work together for the good of The Bay.

First, on behalf of the GBA Board and our Member Associations, I want to extend 
a sincere vote of thanks to Sue Grundy for her guidance and considerable efforts as 
President these past two years. Despite a demanding legal career, she was always 
calm and on top of matters and provided leadership that I can only hope to emulate. 
My consolation is that Sue remains on board as Past President and her wise counsel 
will still be available to us. 

The passing of the baton took place at GBA’s Annual General Meeting held 
March 28th at Vincent Associates. The session was well attended by Member 
Association Presidents or their delegates and GBA Board members. We did not 
have a General Spring Meeting open to the public this year; instead, GBA hosted a 
special Phragmites Workshop April 25th (see article in this edition of UPDATE). This 
allowed us to allocate more time to the Presidents’ Meeting and AGM, something 
that I believe proved very worthwhile. We were able to focus on committee reports, 
delve into a number of issues and activities in greater depth, and have a more fruitful 
discussion. Not only on what has been achieved in the past year, but more important, 
the challenges and opportunities facing us in the coming years.

Important Occasions

Indeed, it is shaping up to be an exciting couple of years. On top of the slate of 
ongoing issues that GBA addresses – water levels, water quality, boating and 
safety, invasive species, open net fish farming, and improved communications and 
development of necessary membership tools – there are two special occasions 
coming down the pipe.

This year marks the 400th Anniversary of Samuel de Champlain’s voyage to 
Georgian Bay. I choose not to say “discovery” – our indigenous native friends were 
of course already quite familiar with the Bay. Some years ago several plaques and 
monuments were dedicated by the GBA to commemorate Champlain’s 1615 visit. 
In recognition of the 400th Anniversary, these plaques will be re-dedicated during 
the course of the summer. (For more information, see the article in this issue of 
UPDATE.)

Of even greater significance to the Georgian Bay Association, 2016 will mark 
the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the GBA. I trust you will agree that this 
is an occasion worthy of celebration. We have yet to decide on the details of that 
celebration, but I can tell you that it will comprise activities the length of the 
Bay, suitable commemorative memorabilia, and involve our sister GB5 and other 
organizations that share our interest in the welfare of The Bay.
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We have struck a 100th Anniversary Committee expressly for 
the purpose of planning events and all other aspects of this 
celebration. It is comprised of current GBA Board members, 
as well as others connected with GBA’s past, so that we can 
avail ourselves of their knowledge and suggestions. Stay tuned 
- we will communicate developments to Member Association 
Presidents and in the Fall issue of UPDATE.

Strength in GBA’s Committees

Speaking of committees, I know that we have touched on 
this topic frequently in past issues of UPDATE; however, they 
warrant further comment.  

The strength of GBA lies in its committee structure. Yes, 
we benefit from the invaluable efforts and skills of Bob 
Duncanson, our Executive Director. Nonetheless, we would not 
be able to take on all the issues mentioned earlier in this article 
and make the headway we have – and will continue to make 
– were it not for our committees and the considerable time, 
effort, and expertise contributed by our Board members and 
others who comprise these committees. To learn more about 
what they do, recent developments and news, I suggest you 
take a moment to visit the GBA web site at www.georgianbay.ca.

Challenges – and Opportunities

The time ahead will present challenges, both ongoing and 
new; water levels, water quality, Phragmites, aquaculture, and 
the list goes on. One in particular comes to mind; namely, the 
need to keep the water levels issue on the front burner – and 
hopefully on the agendas of decision makers. Just because we 
are experiencing a respite does not mean we should ease off.  
On the contrary, now is the time to push through with remedial 
measures while water levels are up. 

However, there are also opportunities. One that will continue 
to be a GBA priority is to work with all groups - our sister GB5 
organizations and others - who share our interest in protecting 
The Bay. Our objective will be to focus on common ground 
and to move the agenda forward.  There is not enough time or 
resources to pursue conflicting objectives. When it comes to 
having decisions made by the powers that be and action taken, 
there is strength in numbers and a unified voice.  

Speaking of strength in numbers, another ongoing GBA 
priority will be to do everything we can to help Member 
Associations increase their membership. This will involve 
continued efforts to improve our various communications tools, 
such as UPDATE, our web site, Facebook page and social media, 
regular communications with Association Presidents, and 
more. We will also be producing materials for use by Member 
Associations, such as the soon-to-be-released “What does 
GBA do for you?” brochure and a Fact Sheet on how property 
owners and community associations can deal with Phragmites.   

Cruising the Bay

This summer and next, Beth and I plan to cruise Georgian 
Bay on our sailboat Annie’s Song, from Penetanguishene to 
the North Channel and back each season (so we can visit 
places perhaps missed the first time around). What better way 
to spend my term as President, visit places that we have not 
seen or know little about, and yes, help celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary. I look forward to visiting Member Associations 
and getting to know fellow GBA members and all who cherish 
The Bay.

Last I checked the satellite photos, the ice is slowly 
retreating. Here’s wishing you all a warm and enjoyable 
summer.  

Introducing  
John McMullen –  
GBA President

John is a member of the 
Bayfield Nares Islanders 
Association and has been 
on the BNIA Board for a 
number of years. John’s 
and Beth’s families both 
have cottages in Nares 
Inlet which is immediately 
north of Pointe au Baril Inlet.  John’s parents bought 
their island in 1956, four years after they immigrated 
from England and following three seasons of renting in 
the area,  and falling in love with it.  John is a “partially 
retired” consultant, specializing in the development and 
marketing of environmental technologies and programs 
and related event planning.  Avid sailors, he and Beth 
will enjoy cruising Georgian Bay this summer and next 
on their sailboat, Annie’s Song.
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ANNUAL MEETING

GBA Holds Annual Meeting
The GBA held its 98th Annual General Meeting on 

March 28, 2015. This meeting was attended by voting 
representatives of GBA’s Member Associations – in most 

cases the association’s President – as well as GBA Directors. 

Before handing over the reins to incoming President John 
McMullen, outgoing President Sue Grundy thanked retiring 
director Ian McLeod, Chair of the Water Quality Committee. She 
also expressed her thanks to her Executive Committee: John 
McMullen, John Carson, Rupert Kindersley, Anne Stewart and 
Doug Carr, as well as Board members and committee chairs; 
and gave a special thanks to Bob Duncanson.

John McMullen noted that next year marks GBA’s 100th 
Anniversary. A committee has been struck to develop 
appropriate celebrations. This year is the 400th anniversary 
of Champlain’s visit to Georgian Bay and several associations 
are holding re-dedication ceremonies of monuments that GBA 
erected in the late 1940s and early 1950s.

The chairs of 7 committees of the Board of Directors then 
presented reports on their activities and plans for 2015. See 
www.georgianbay.ca for information on GBA committees’ work.

GBA Officers and Directors
John McMullen was elected as the new President of the 

GBA. The other officers appointed by the Board are:
Rupert Kindersley (Sans Souci) – Executive Vice-President 
Doug Carr (Cognashene) – Treasurer
Robert Moos (Blackstone Lake)   – Secretary

The Member Associations approved the following slate of 
directors for 2015:

GBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015
Bay of Islands   Lindsay Richards
McGregor Bay   Gerry Quinn
Northern Georgian Bay  Freda Klassen
Key River   Alan Burke

BNIA    Anne Stewart
 John McMullen

Pointe au Baril  David Ballentine
 Tonia Blenkarn

Sturgeon Bay  Doug McOuat 
Blackstone Lake  Robert Moos

West Carling   Marc Cooper
 Carolann Moisse

South Channel  Paul Morgan

Sans Souci Copperhead  Eric Armour
Rupert Kindersley

Woods Bay  Richard Crouch
Manitou  Darin Buckland
12 Mile Bay  Silvia Hermann
Wah Wah Taysee  John Carson
Madawaska Club  Sue Grundy

Cognashene  Doug Carr
 Rolfe Jones

Honey Harbour  Peter Koetsier
 Alan Waffle

Financial and Membership Reports
The Member Associations approved the financial statements 

for 2014, which show a small surplus. However, the meeting 
was advised that financial projections for 2015 and 2016 show 
increasing deficits due to some decline in membership in 
Member Associations and rising expenses for GBA’s advocacy 
work and member communications program. There are 2,889 
members of our associations paying GBA dues this year, down 
from a peak of 3,179 members five years ago. It was agreed 
that there may be a need for a special meeting of the Member 
Associations in the fall to discuss a future fee increase if 
membership numbers do not improve over the summer.

As one way to engage more members in local associations, 
and encourage more support for GBA, the Board proposed 
adopting a “Family Membership” category as an option for 
Member Associations. Full Members in associations tend to 
be the principal owners of each cottage. Family Membership 
would enable others who are associated with a Full Member, 
such as children, elderly parents and even renters, to also 
support their local association and the GBA. The meeting 
approved amendments to GBA’s corporate by-law to allow 
for Family Members in associations that choose to introduce 
them.  

Over 400 boats & boards!
Free delivery to your 
nearest access point

whitesquall.com 705 342 5324
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400TH ANNIVESARY

Samuel de Champlain’s
Journey to Georgian Bay

This year marks the 400th anniversary 
of Samuel de Champlain’s journey 
to Georgian Bay in 1615. He began 

his journey to Huronia from the junction of 
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers on 9 
July. He travelled in a party with two other 
Frenchmen and ten natives (who were 
probably Huron, or as Champlain called 
them, Attigouautan). The small band in two 
canoes paddled up the Ottawa River to the 
mouth of its tributary, the Mattawa, and then 
proceeded up that river arriving at Lake 
Nipissing on 26 July. Two days later they 
continued their journey down the French 
River to Georgian Bay. 

The following is an English translation 
from Champlain’s diary on his trip down the 
eastern shore of Georgian Bay to present 
day Midland. According to the diary and 
translation, this trip took his party two to 
three days to complete – a very fast pace 
indeed!

“We continued our course along the shore 
of the lake of the Attigouautan, which contains 
a large number of islands. We went some 
forty-five leagues, all the time along the 
shore of the lake. It is very large, nearly four 
hundred leagues long from east to west, and 
fifty leagues broad, and in view of its great 
extent I have named it the Mer Douce. It is very 
abundant in various sorts of very good fish, 
both those which we have and those we do not, 
but especially in trout, which are enormously 
large, some of which I saw as long as four feet 
and a half, the least being two feet and a half. 
There are also pike of like size, and a certain 
kind of sturgeon, a very large fish and of 
remarkable excellence. The country bordering 
this lake is partly hilly, as on the north side, 
and partly flat, inhabited by savages, and 
thinly covered with wood, including oaks. 
After crossing a bay, which forms one of the 
extremities of the lake, we went some seven 
leagues until we arrived in the country of the 
Attigouautan at a village called Otoiiacha, on 
the first day of August.”

The picture below is entitled “Champlain in Georgian Bay, c. 1615” by John 
David Kelley and was painted in 1895. The corresponding card catalogue states 
that the picture is of “Champlain in Georgian Bay, near Go Home Bay... Painted 
for Mr. Sheppard as a plate for special edition of ‘Daily News‘”. Clearly the artist 
took some liberty as to the size and makeup of Champlain’s party and the terrain 
surrounding Go Home Bay! 

GBA 1948 Commemoration

At the 1948 GBA annual general 
meeting a committee was struck to 
review recommendations on ways 
to commemorate Champlain’s 1615 
voyage along the eastern shore of 
Georgian Bay. The committee was 
headed by GBA President T.U. Fairlie 
of Pointe au Baril, supported by Dr. P. 
J. Robinson of Go Home Bay and H. 
L. Symons. By 1954 monuments with 
brass plaques had been erected at the 
mouth of the French River, Pointe au 
Baril, Sans Souci and Honey Harbour. 
Subsequently a monument was erected 
in Cognashene. A picture of the plaque 
on the monument at Pointe au Baril is 
shown here.  
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ED NOTEBOOK
By Bob Duncanson, Executive Director, GBA

The Value of  
GBA’s Advocacy Work

I had the opportunity to present to the Presidents of our 
Member Associations at our Annual General Meeting 
on March 28th. I’d like to share with you the gist of my 

comments at that meeting.

When it comes to Georgian 
Bay it’s all about perspective. 
Most of our members view 
Georgian Bay through a very 
local lens – largely what they 
see and experience at the 
end of their dock and in their 
corner of the Bay.

Some, like those of you 
who are involved in the Executive of one of our Member 
Associations, take a slightly larger view of things based on your 
cottage community. Those volunteers who serve on the GBA 
Board take an even broader, pan Georgian Bay view, or at least 
its eastern and northern coastal zones.

All of this bottom up thinking tends to skew our sense of 
importance in the world. Our political representatives have 
different perspectives.

At the municipal level each of our communities is nested into 
a larger mosaic. Our municipal politicians need to weigh the 
needs and interests of each cottage community against those 
of the rest of the communities in their township. 

Furthermore, with the 
exception of land use planning, 
the GBA has found that most of 
the political decisions that can 
impact our quality of life in cottage 
country rest with senior levels 
of government. The policies and 
regulations that the MPs in Ottawa 
and the MPPs at Queens Park (and 
their Ministries) come up with can 

have a dramatic impact on the quality of the experience that we 
all enjoy.

But when you look at Georgian Bay through the provincial 
and federal lenses the importance of our communities, and 
even our collection of communities, diminishes. Provincially 
GBA’s membership touches 2 of the 107 ridings that make up 
the political landscape in Ontario. The federal reality is even 
more telling – we only touch 2 of the 308 federal ridings. 

Moreover, very few of us have a vote in either of the two 
provincial or federal ridings because our principal residence is 
outside these ridings or we are ineligible to vote in provincial or 
federal elections.

In the face of these realities, GBA’s challenge is to be 
relevant in the eyes of politicians and the civil service.  

The GBA has been very fortunate over the years to have 
been able to draw on the myriad of connections provided by 
our members. We have levered these connections and forged 
our own to build a first class reputation with politicians at all 
levels of government and of all stripes. They regularly seek our 
opinion on issues that affect the Great Lakes, not only Georgian 
Bay. This is partly because our preferred approach is to 
address issues in a constructive rather than combative fashion. 

We have participated in strategy sessions leading to draft 
legislation. The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement is a good 
example of this. Then Minister of Environment, Jim Prentice, 
reached out to us personally to join his Committee of Advisors 
to his team who were renegotiating this Agreement with the 
US. More recently the Provincial Environment Minister, Glen 
Murray, and his staff invited us to Queens Park to discuss the 
Great Lakes Protection Act that they were drafting.

GBA has built a first class  
reputation with politicians at  

all levels of government.

“ 

“ 
Provincial  

Perspective
“GBA’s Membership touches on    

       only 2 of 107 Provincial Ridings” 
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Do we always get our way? No. But by providing constructive, 
thoughtful suggestions and criticizing in a respectful way GBA 
maintains a place at the table. We also maintain a connection 
with the powers that be so that we continue to have the 
opportunity to raise issues and sustain the credibility needed to 
make a positive contribution to policy debates. 

For example, during one of our recent meetings with 
Ontario Natural Resources Minister Bill Mauro, we were able 
to demonstrate how the Endangered Species Regulations 
adversely impact our members. We advised the Minister that 
the endangered species that the Ministry aims to protect can 
and do coexist very well with humans and around human built 
structures. We shared pictures with the Minister showing a 
Massasauga Rattler and Eastern Fox snake basking on cottage 
decks. We felt that the predisposition of some of his staff to 
severely limit what landowners can do on their property is 
unnecessary. Education must be the first line of defence not 
regulation. 

My message is that the Georgian Bay Association has 
played, and continues to play, a meaningful role in political 
discourse on issues that affect Georgian Bay. Over the past 
few years the GBA has engaged with politicians and their staff 
on many fronts, including:

≥ The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources on 
blasting and dredging permits, native fish habitat and 
management, aquaculture, Asian Carp, Phragmites  
and the Endangered Species Act.

≥ The Ontario Ministry of the Environment on the Great 
Lakes Compact re: water diversions, the Great Lakes 
Strategy and Protection Act and Source Water Protection.

≥ The Ontario Ministry of Energy on the Green Energy Act 
and wind energy development.

≥ The OPP on boat safety and enforcement.

≥ The Federal Ministry of Environment on the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement and on the Lake Simcoe/
Southeastern Georgian Bay Cleanup Fund.

≥ The Department of Foreign Affairs and the International 
Joint Commission on water levels.

≥ The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation on 
waterfront assessments.

≥ Deputations to the Canadian Senate on water quality and 
the native ecosystem in Georgian Bay and on aquaculture.

≥ Consulted with the Federal Ministry of Transport on boat 
safety and boater licensing.

≥ Reached out to our First Nations neighbours on Phragmites 
and aquaculture.

≥ Communicate regularly with local Municipal Councils 
to keep them apprised of our activities. For instance, we 
worked with the Georgian Bay Mayors on low water level 
response when water levels hit an historic low in early 2013.

Importantly, the GBA works hard to maintain strong 
and positive relationships with other Non Government 
Organizations that have aligned positions and that, in their own 
right, carry out advocacy work relating to Georgian Bay. These 
include:

≥ Georgian Bay Forever

≥ Georgian Bay Land Trust

≥ Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve

≥ Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council

≥ Restore Our Waters International

9

Continues on page 10
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Future generations of all kinds benefit from the 
Georgian Bay Land Trust’s protection of wilderness 
lands on islands, shorelines and throughout the 
world’s largest freshwater archipelago

Make a gift to the GBLT and help preserve the 
wilderness lands you love. Contact us now for more 
information about volunteering and the Canadian 
government’s tax rewards for property donors.

PRESERVING THE WILDERNESS OF OUR UNIQUE ARCHIPELAGO       
www.gblt.org (416) 440-1519

IT’S MORE THAN PROPERTY DONORS  
WHO TRUST US WITH THEIR LAND

Photo: Matt Murphy – Cognashene

1,568 wilderness acres      43 stewarded properties      42 native species-at-risk protected

White PMS 298
tint 70%

PMS 298 PMS 294

≥ The Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations

≥ Boating Ontario

≥ Environmental Defence

≥ Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters

≥ Canadian Environmental Law Association

≥ Safe Quite Lakes (Muskoka)

≥ The Canadian Shipowners Association

≥ The Council of the Great Lakes Region

≥ Stop the Drop

≥ EcoJustice

≥ Conservation Ontario

The work of a full time Executive Director 
and GBA’s 27 very active volunteer Directors, 
as well as other volunteers, is paid for by an 
annual membership fee that is incorporated 
into the fees charged by your local Member 
Association. 

Everything that the GBA does for your 
peace of mind and to protect what you 
cherish from the end of your dock adds up to 
the price of a case of beer per year! 

We hope that you agree that our efforts 
are worthy of your continued support.  

Continued from page 9
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GBA’s Boating and Safety Committee monitors boating 
issues by participating in various organizations such 
as the Ontario Regional Recreational Boating Advisory 

Council, Safe and Quiet Lakes and the Canadian Safe Boating 
Council (CSBC), which runs an annual “Safe Boating Week” – 
see http://www.csbc.ca/en/.

At the Ontario Recreational Boating Advisory Council meeting 
held in conjunction with the Toronto International Boat Show in 
January several important issues arose.

1. Pleasure Craft Licenses – License numbers currently 
must be renewed every 10 years. This may change to every 
5 years in future. To obtain, renew or cancel a license, or to 
update information like your address, forms can be obtained 
on Transport Canada’s website at:

 www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-paperwork-
paperwork_boat_licence-3212.htm

2. Snow Machines do not fall under marine regulations but 
are still subject 
to the rules of the 
road, criminal 
laws, and 
local by-laws. 
Believe it or not, 
snowmobiles 
will be racing 
on the lakes in 
registered events 
this summer. See 

them at www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoenDufGqtg

3. Universal Shoreline Speed Limits – In Ontario a speed 
limit of 10 km/hour applies within 30 metres of shore in all 
waters. This limit is in effect whether it is posted or not, 
subject to limited exceptions including:

 ≥ Recreational towing (while travelling perpendicular from 
the shore)

 ≥ Rivers less than 100 metres wide, as well as canals and 
buoyed channels

 ≥ Waters where another speed limit is set in schedules 5 
and 6 of the Vessel Operation Restriction Regulation

 ≥ Waters where another speed limit is established under 
the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 or the Canada Marine Act.

 These province-wide limits are an effective, economical 
and a quick way to address local concerns as well as avoid 
the cost of administering restrictions and posting signs. 
While signs are not required to enforce the province-wide 
shoreline speed limit, they do help educate boaters and 
reduce incidents. If there are concerns raised about ongoing 
and persistent speeding near shore, local authorities should 
consider signage as a first step towards addressing the 
problem. For advice on appropriate signage, contact your 
regional Transport Canada office.

 Source: Transport Canada http://tinyurl.com/oam4s9d   
(See Appendix 2).

 Applications for speed restrictions – A level of 
government must make applications for speed restrictions. 
Signage is the responsibility of the local authority. There is 
a defined procedure for getting official speed restrictions 
in areas of concern. However, it is a complex process that 
involves extensive consultations with stakeholders. See 
details in the Guide at the above link. 

4. Safe Boating Guide – You can download the latest  
version of Transport Canada’s Safe Boating Guide at  
http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/marinesafety/TP-511e.pdf 
The Guide sets out the requirements that apply to pleasure 
craft as well as useful tips on boating safety. It covers 
licensing and registration regulations, safety equipment 
requirements, and dealing with various boating risks.  

On the Waves – Boating Issues Update

BOATING
By the GBA Boating and Safety Committee
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By Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve
ENVIRONMENT

GBBR Leads Coordinated 
Nutrient Monitoring Project

The “Coordinated Nutrient Monitoring” project led by the 
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) has been funded 
by Environment Canada in the amount of $191,300 over 

two years to make water quality monitoring more consistent, 
in order to support research and government decision-making.  
The GBBR is carrying out the project in partnership with the 
Georgian Bay Association, Georgian Bay Forever, Severn Sound 
Environmental Association, the Ministry of the Environment & 
Climate Change, as well as other organizations, agencies and 
local townships. 

“With over 15 different water quality monitoring programs in 
use on the Bay, we need to focus on the priorities for scientific 
purposes, and then support volunteers within the Townships 
and cottage associations to collect consistent data.  We need to 
compare apples to apples to improve our understanding of how 
water quality might be changing and help local governments 
respond,” says David Bywater, project coordinator with the 
GBBR.

Working with local townships, as well as volunteers, 
partners, and government agencies over two years, this project 
will establish common monitoring objectives and expand the 
monitoring activities in Georgian Bay, ensuring that nutrients 
are measured in a similar and comparative fashion.  At a 
recent Georgian Bay research consortium meeting the need for 
enhanced communication and coordination research programs 

was emphasized, something which GBBR’s project should help 
to facilitate.

The Georgian Bay Association is a key partner on this project, 
given the water quality monitoring experience of numerous 
volunteers and/or cottage associations. Many of the GBA’s 
20 cottage associations  conduct, or have conducted, water 
quality monitoring either through the Lake Partner Program, in 
conjunction with the Township of Georgian Bay or the Township 
of the Archipelago, or on their own initiatives. “A simplified 
nutrient monitoring strategy that could be adopted by all 
cottage associations would be a great tool to detect problems 
early so that action, either locally or through advocacy to other 
levels of government, can be taken” says Anne Stewart, GBA’s 
Water Quality Chair.  

Project activities will include 10 workshops in the region that 
will provide residents and cottagers with an opportunity to 
learn about local water quality conditions and best practices to 
mitigate our impact on the Bay. This project will also develop 
a user-friendly water quality website that maps nutrient 
monitoring activities, research, and stewardship activities.

“One of the key objectives of Environment Canada’s Lake 
Simcoe & South-eastern Georgian Bay Clean Up Fund,” 
says Bywater, “is conservation of critical aquatic habitats 
and species, as well as reducing pollution. We hope that this 

project will begin to give people the tools to 
track water quality and put those environmental 
management programs in place based on better 
science.”

Data and trends collected as part of this 
project will also be reported in a special update 
of the State of the Bay ecosystem health report 
card program for eastern Georgian Bay in 2018.

Designated by UNESCO in 2004, the Georgian 
Bay Biosphere Reserve is an area of 347,000 
hectares that stretches 200 km along the 
eastern coast from Port Severn to the French 
River, in the world’s largest freshwater 
archipelago. Based in Parry Sound, the GBBR 
non-profit organization works to protect the 
environment, create vibrant communities, and 
build a healthy economy. To learn more, please 
visit:  www.gbbr.ca   

GBBR receives federal funding for coordinated nutrient monitoring.  
Left to right: David Bywater, environmental scientist; Greg Mason, general manager;  

The Hon. Tony Clement (MP, Parry Sound – Muskoka);  
Dr. Becky Pollock, communications manager; and Glen Hodgson, GBBR Chair. 
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INVASIVE SPECIES
By Georgian Bay Association

On April 25th the GBA held a successful workshop 
focussed on Phragmites in the Weston Auditorium at 
Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto. The experts 

on hand provided valuable information to a large and engaged 
crowd.

The workshop was Chaired by Freda Klassen, Chair of GBA’s 
Lands and Forests Committee and a Northern Georgian Bay 
Association cottager. Freda introduced the esteemed line-up of 
speakers which included:

≥  Dr. Janice Gilbert, a wetlands ecologist formerly with 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and now the 
Co-Chair of the Ontario Phragmites Working Group and 
arguably the “go to” person in Ontario when it comes to 
Phragmites

≥  Nancy Vidler, Chair of the Lambton Shores Community 
Phragmites Control Group

≥  Lynn Short, Humber Watershed Alliance Member, teacher 
at Humber College and a cottager on Wymbolwood Beach 
(Georgian Bay)

≥ Colin Dobell, founder of Stop the Invasion

≥  David Sweetnam, Executive Director of Georgian Bay 
Forever

≥ Rob Moos, GBA Director and Blackstone Lake cottager

Dr. Gilbert, who has worked on control of Phagmites 
australis for many years, provided background information on 
Phragmites, plant identification and the issues caused by this 
invasive including impact on coastal habitat. She also provided 
an overview of control options and explained the broad picture 
within the Province.

Lynn Short explained how her grass roots organization 
works, and outlined how it has successfully engaged 
municipalities, the local community, MNR-F and the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture in Phragmites control initiatives.

Nancy Vidler discussed the very successful program that she 
has organized for the shoreline at her cottage. She explained 
how she has engaged youth, trained and involved property 
owners and helped those unable or not willing to deal with 
Phragmites on their own.

Colin Dobell walked the audience through the set up and 
functioning of the PhragSpotter cell phone app that Stop 
the Invasion created. (For details on the app see www.
stoptheinvasion.ca).

David Sweetnam of GBF shared their community experiences 

in removing plants in Collingwood and Honey Harbour last 
summer, their program for this summer and how local cottage 
associations may be able to obtain GBF’s assistance in fighting 
Phrag.

Rob Moos reviewed a pamphlet that GBA’s Lands and 
Forests Committee has developed to educate landowners and 
community associations on best practices for dealing with 
Phragmites. See page 14 for a summmary, and download the 
fact sheet at www.georgianbay.ca.

These presentations were followed by a lively question and 
answer session moderated by Bob Duncanson, Executive 
Director of GBA. 

A video of the entire workshop was made by Bert Liverance 
(President of the Sans Souci and Copperhead Association) and 
will be available on the GBA web site shortly.

Materials from the workshop will also be available on the 
GBA web site www.georgianbay.ca.

A special vote of thanks to Freda and her team of volunteers 
for staging such an informative and helpful workshop.   

GBA Phragmites Workshop 
a Great Success



14  ≥ www.georgianbay.ca   
  
 GBA UPDATE   Summer 2015

Key Points for Controlling Phragmites
Here is a list of the key points on controlling Phragmites from GBA’s Phragmites Fact Sheet that was released at the GBA 

Workshop. Visit www.georgianbay.ca for the complete fact sheet. 

Note there is a closely related, native subspecies 
of Phragmites that is not invasive and is a 
modest component of many healthy wetlands.

Invasive vs. Native Phragmites

Phragmites is primarily a concern in wetlands. In Ontario 
herbicides may be used to control Phragmites on dry land. 
Licensed applicators can be hired to do so, or plants may 
be mowed in the spring while short. However, no herbicides 
are approved for use in aquatic environments. Mechanical 
removal is the only practical method for “grass roots” efforts 
to control the spread of Phragmites in water.

≥ Undertake removal in late July/early August when the 
plants have reached full size and seed heads are formed 
but not ripe for dispersal. The objective is to remove 
as much of plants’ biomass as possible before seeds 
disperse.

≥ Cut (do not pull out) the stems at a height of 10cm (4 in.) 
or less. This can be done with a machete, pruning knife, 
scythe, power brush-cutter, or other appropriate tool.

≥ For small stands it may be possible to dig out the plants 
including their roots/rhizomes. But this is very hard work 
and it is necessary to ensure that all roots/rhizomes are 

removed lest they drift away and spread, or become the 
basis for reproduction the following season.

≥ Gather cut vegetation in a dry location away from water. 
Do not place cut vegetation in your compost pile or leave 
it near the shoreline. There are three options for proper 
disposal:

1.  Take it to a municipal disposal site – contact your 
municipality to ensure that your local site is able to 
dispose of the cut vegetation properly.

2.  Cover the cut vegetation with a tarp and leave to rot in 
place through the next growing season.

3.  Allow the vegetation to dry out and burn it, subject to 
municipal by-laws.

≥ Be prepared to cut vegetation again after a year has 
passed. Experience has shown that it will come back, but 
less prolifically, because the roots/rhizomes will have 
less energy stored. More desirable native plants should 
begin to seed in and grow. A third cut may be required.    

Photos courtesy of J.M. Gilbert

Invasive Phragmites
≥ Dense stands or monoculture (up to 200 stems per 

square metre)
≥ Height to 5m (16 ft.)
≥ Flowers August – September
≥ Seed heads dense, full and prolific
≥ Leaves wide, dark blue-green at about 45 degree angle 

to stem
≥ Stems rough, dull, rigid and tan colour at base

Native (non-invasive) Phragmites
≥ Sparse stands with other species

≥ Height to 2m (6 ft.)

≥ Flowers July – August

≥ Seed heads smaller, less dense

≥ Leaves narrow, light yellow-green at about 30 degree 
angle to stem

≥ Stems smooth, shiny, flexible and red/chestnut at base

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  T i p s

For more details and photos to help you tell invasive and non-invasive 
Phragmites apart: http://www.opwg.ca/index.php/native-vs-invasive
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1-800-387-3419
High performance data storage  
and data protection specialists, 

www.openstore.com
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Christopher Baines, Mediator
 416.932.1334
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Upcoming Events We have received the following information from our 
sister Georgian Bay organizations on upcoming events.

Serving our clients with passion, energy and expertise
Georgian Bay waterfront specialists

www.ThePhillipsTeam.ca
Gary Phillips, Sales Representative 

E-mail: gary@thephillipsteam.ca
Direct: 705-795-7239

Remax Parry Sound-Muskoka Realty Ltd.                               
Each office independently owned and operated

Georgian Bay  
Biosphere Reserve
Kids in the Biosphere – Saturday, July 4, 10:00 
am - 3:00 pm at Family Fun Day, Desmasdons 
Boatworks, Pointe au Baril.
Explore Our Shores Workshop – Sunday, 
July 19, 1:00 - 3:00 pm at Springhaven Lodge 
(Bayfield-Nares). 
Turtle Music Festival – Saturday & Sunday, 
August 1 - 2, at Kinsmen Park, Parry Sound. 
www.turtlemusicfestival.com
Community Stewardship Program for 
landowners in the Georgian Bay Biosphere; 
provides financial support for best 
management practices. Contact 705-774-3835 
for details on workshops in your area or visit 
www.gbbr.ca. 

Georgian Bay Forever
RBC Blue Water Day – Thursday, June 4, in 
Midland and Collingwood.
Phragmites eradication training workshops 
– Contact GBF for dates in your area.  www.
georgianbayforever.org
Phragmites Eradication Days – to be 
scheduled during August 2015. 

Georgian Bay Land Trust
Champlain’s 400 year Legacy – Saturday, July 11, 5:00 pm at The Schoolhouse, Sans Souci. A talk 
with historian Jamie Hunter.
Guided tour of the Thomson Reserve – Sunday, July 26, 2:00 pm at Thomson Reserve, Nares Inlet.
Disc Golf and Rock Walk on Painted Rocks – Tuesday, July 28, at Painted Rocks, Bayfield.  9:30am 
disc golf; 11:30 am picnic (bring your own); 1:00 pm rock walk with Dr. Nick Eyles. 
Celebrating the Umbrellas – Wednesday, July 29, 12:30 pm at Umbrella Island, Sans Souci. Join 
the GBLT, geologist Dr. Nick Eyles, and botanist Wendy Cooper for a guided nature walk. Bring a 
picnic lunch. 
Rock Walk on Brébeuf Island – Thursday, July 30, at Brébeuf Island, Honey Harbour. 11:30 am 
picnic (bring your own); 1:00 pm rock walk with Dr. Nick Eyles. 
Fundraising Picnic at Iron City – Monday, August 3, 11:30 am at Iron City Fishing Club. Enjoy great 
food, hear the Northern Lights Steel Band, and browse the work of local artisans. 
The Walkervilles Concert – Saturday, August 8, 4:00 pm, hosted by Steve Geraedts, Cognashene 
to benefit the GBLT.
Phragmites Identification and Removal Session – Sunday, August 9, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm at 
Sandy and Ingersoll Islands, Sans Souci. Learn how to distinguish between native and invasive 
phragmites, and discover the best techniques to remove them.
Hole in One “Dock Golf” Challenge and Cocktails – Saturday, August 15, 4:00 - 6:30 pm, hosted by 
Doug Grundy, Go Home Bay.
Art and Photo Workshop with John and Joseph Hartman – Sunday, August 16, 12:00 noon at West 
Lookout, Pointe au Baril.
Kids’ Conservation Quest – Tuesday, August 18, 10:00 am - 1:30 pm, American Camp Island, Wah 
Wah Taysee.
Cocktails on the Lizard – Wednesday August 19, 4:30 pm at The Lizard Island, Cognashene.
For more information on any of these events, please visit www.gblt.org or contact Sarah Koetsier 
at (416) 440-1519 x102 or sarah.koetsier@gblt.org. 




